84                      ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA.

was stilted by .Alexander's appeal.    He called up his

men from the utmost limits of his empire.    It took a

long while to mobilise that great Russian army.   But in

teply the Kaiser inoWH'/ed also and with the swiftness

of lightning,    France then must  mobilise.    Germany,

without waiting the outcome of events, decided to taid

her old enemy, France, and plunged across Belgium

instead of going to the assistance of her ally, Austria,

"No one was at pains to localise the conflict   World war

was enkindled.    Apart from the Battle of the Matne

the first big victory of the Allies was a Serbian victory.

There had been little compulsion upon Serbs to

join  the  army,  no   Prussian   militarism.   They  were

rugged mountain folk, independent1 and disinclined to

recognize  anyone  as  master.    In  general  they were.

ready to fight when work on their farms was slack, but

while fighting they never forgot their land and cuttle

m the  background.   King Peter announced that; any

man who did not: want to light could go home.   But

Alexander was the new generation, with a more realistic

outlook.   He  believed  that   victory   could   be won9

but he called every Serb to defend his country,

The Serbs were in no position to defend Belgrade
against the Austrian onset. They had but little heavy
artillery and were uninterested in fortress war, They
could not: spare a garrison to fight to the bitter end in
a beleaguered city. The defence of the capital was
left to a few gendarmes and volunteers. The main
army at once .retired to mote advantageous terrain.
Its possibilities lay in the open, in free and rapid move-
ment. The Austrians were flattered by the ease with
which they crossed the Danube and the Sava, but: when
they attacked south of Belgrade they encountered a
very stubborn resistance, But the Serbs must have
been appalled if not frightened by the tremendous
and sustained bombardment from the Austrian artillery,
at that time the most powerful in the world. Their
own petty field guns were soon silenced. The Serbs